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Epidemiological Reports on Insulation 

Workers and Related Trades

1948 – “summary report of asbestosis in 
a cohort of 52 Genoa insulators

Definite asbestosis in 5 cases and early 
asbestosis in others – in a survey of 52 
insulators in Genoa.”

1954/5 – an excessive rate of lung cancer 
among “steamfitters, boilermakers, and 
asbestos workers” in an epidemiologic study of 
relation between occupation, smoking, and 
lung cancer.”
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Merewether & Price, “Report on Effects of Asbestos Dust on the Lungs and 
Dust Suppression in the Asbestos Industry,”  Factory Inspectorate, London, 

1930.

1930 Merewether & Price: 

Insulation Exposure

ά/ƻƳǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎ– ‘Magnesia,’ the most 
important insulating composition, is 

produced on a large scale by the 
principle manufacturers, by enclosed 
methods with pneumatic conveyance 

of the mixture to automatic sack 
fillers.  Weighing and feeing the 

fiberized asbestos gives rise to dust 
for which exhaust is necessary.”
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MEREWETHER & PRICE, 1930.pdf


1932 Russell -

Proceedings of 

Conference

“This is the x-ray of a man who 
had, or has, asbestosis.  His 

occupation was that of 
cleaning and restoring the 

asbestos on pipes in one of our 
governmental hospitals.” 

[emphasis added]
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ÅUsed 85% magnesia 

/ 15% asbestos 

insulation

(same as on ships) (p. 27)

ÅDust levels 3.5 times 

above ñ1937ò Exxon 

guideline

1937 Bonsib –

Asbestos Insulation 

Exposures

Bonsib, ñDust Producing Operations in the Production of 

Petroleum Products and Associated Activities,ò Standard Oil 

Company, 1937. 9

Bonsib 1937 report-OCR.pdf


Fleischer/Drinker Definition 

of “Safe” Insulation Work --

The TLV Does Not Apply

Fleischer, Viles, Gade, and Drinker, ñA Health Survey of Pipe Covering Operations in Constructing Naval Vessels,ò The 

Journal of Industrial Hygiene and Toxicology, Vol. 28, 1946, page 13.

"There are no established figures for 

permissible or safe dustiness in pipe 

covering operations."
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1946 from Fleischer & Drinker to Jrnl. Ind. Health Vol 28.pdf


ñSince the submission of this manuscript a 

similar case has been observed by usé a 

contractorôs helper whose work é 

consisted of cutting and sawing asbestos 

board to insulate pipesé [emphasis added]

1953 Isslbacher, et al.

Isselbacher, Klaus, and Hardy, “Asbestos and Bronchogenic 
Carcinoma: Report of One Autopsied Case and Review of 
Available Literature,”  Amer. J. Med. 15:721-732.
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ISSELBACHER et al., 1953.pdf


1953 Weiss

Describes asbestosis 

and pleural cancer 

(mesothelioma)

Weiss, “Cancer of the Pleura with Lung Asbestosis in vivo  
morphologically ascertained,” Medizinische 3:93-94. 1953.

ñFrom 1920 to 1935 the patient hadworked on insulating jobs with asbestos (on 

pipelines and valve-groups) at a Navy dock-yard; later, until 1942. he was 

supervising the work.  As a supervisor her also spent daily approx. 1 ½ hours in 

rooms full of asbestos dust.ò  [emphasis added]
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09 1953 Weiss.pdf


1956 Frost and Moller

Barry Castleman, “Asbestos Medical and Legal Aspects,” Fifth Edition. Aspen Publishers,  New York, 2005.  {Frost and Moller}

“7 insulators and 2 asbestos sprayers with 
asbestosis in a group of about 60 workers 

examined

9 asbestosis cases, and 19 with pleural 
abnormalities among 31 workers examined with 

20 or more years in the insulation trade” 

Published in the US
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FROST_et_al_1956.pdf


1956 Frost and Moller: 

Downstream Literature

A 1957 abstract about Frost 

read: ñExperience in many 

countries has established that 

workmen employed in the 

lagging of pipes and boilers 

may contract pneumoconiosis 

in the course of their 

employment.ò
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Fleischer/Drinker – Medical 

Community NOT Misled

Fleischer, Viles, Gade, and Drinker, ñA Health Survey of Pipe Covering Operations in Constructing Naval Vessels,ò The 

Journal of Industrial Hygiene and Toxicology, Vol. 28, 1946, page 13. AND Occupational Medicine Review of Fleischer, et al.

FLEISCHER/DRINKER STATES: ñIt seems likely 

to us that if the pipe coverers studied had worked 

steadily at any of the operations mentioned  in 

which the amount of asbestos dust in the air was 

consistently high, the incidence of asbestosis among 

these workers would have been considerably 

greater.ò
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1946 from Fleischer & Drinker to Jrnl. Ind. Health Vol 28.pdf
occ med foreman.pdf

